
ReuseFest
Source Reduction That Works

Sarah Alessio Shea, Deputy Director Pennsylvania Resources Council
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PRC At A 
Glance
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Why?  What?  How?
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Why?  What?  How?
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Image Credit: [waterlogicaustralia.com]
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How can we promote 

REUSE locally? We 

focused on:

1. ACCESS

2. EDUCATION

3. FUN



ReuseFest Idea To Reality



ReuseFest 2012 Pilot
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Sustainability & 
Expansion
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Partners
Anna Shelter

Brother’s Brother

Catholic Charities 

Chosen International Medical Assistance

Construction Junction

Don Reclaim

Dress for Success Pittsburgh

Dress for Success Erie 

Embracing Our Veterans

Erie City Mission

Free Ride

Free Store Wilkinsburg

Greater Erie Area Habitat for Humanity

Green Scene Thrift

Global Links

Goodwill of Southwestern PA

Goodwill Industries Northeast PA

Grow PGH

Habitat for Humanity Restore in Allegheny 

County

Humane Animal Rescue

Humane Society of Lawrence County 

Medical Assistance Recycling Program 

Mercy Center For Women

Off the Floor PGH

Pittsburgh Center For Creative Reuse

Reagan’s Journey

Repair Café

Society of St. Vincent DePaul

The Education Partnership

Tool Lending Library 
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Event successes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKFM8WE_JzE
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Event successes

Embracing Our Veterans would like to thank you for all of
your efforts and hard work for the ReUsed Fest.  The items 
we received will help our Veterans Homeless Project.  The 
Veterans we serve the majority of the time have nothing 
when they move to an apartment.  All of the wonderful 
items will be distributed to those Veterans transitioning 
from Homeless to having a home.  

Tina M. Schiefelbein HIS-BC - Founder

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKFM8WE_JzE
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Event successes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKFM8WE_JzE


“I kept accumulating lumber in the basement for years thinking I might do something 
with it. And I finally thought I ought to get rid of it,” Ted Sohier said, as staffers from 
Construction Junction helped him unload the truck
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Event successes
We are truly grateful for this opportunity.  The generosity of the community gives us 
hope as we continue to serve our missions to their fullest capacity.

Thank you for all your hard work!

Jennie Erie City Mission 

I wanted to thank you so very much for including Habitat for 
Humanity ReStore in the Re-Use event this year.  We definitely 
stuffed our trucks!  It’s great that all those items got diverted 
from the landfill!  I certainly hope this event repeats next year 
and we would love to be a part of it again!

Nancy, Habitat for Humanity ReStore

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QKFM8WE_JzE
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Event lessons learned

• Small nonprofits = 
small storage spaces

• Goodwill Goodwill
Goodwill

• Unloading and 
Sorting Systems

• So many different 
materials

• JUNK?????



17

Event lessons learned
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Data/Impact

Year 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2017 2018 2018 2019 2019 2020 2020 2021 2021

Participants 160 150 70 225 60 300 20 160 60 75 246 250 260 100 500

pounds collected 12960 12150 5670 18225 4860 24300 1,629 12960 4860 6075 20035 20250 14,776 8,144 40,722
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Education
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Education
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Major Takeaways

• Need and want is there!
• Public finds reuse importance 
• Wonderful nonprofit support

• Erie Reusefest September 10th

• Allegheny County Reusefest Oct. 15th



Contact

Thank you! 

Sarah Alessio Shea

saraha@prc.org
www.prc.org
412-488-7490

828 W North Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15233

mailto:ashleyd@prc.org

